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Abstract

Lebanon went through a major political crisis for sectarian reasons in 1943,
when President Ayoub Thabet issued Legislative Decrees No. (49) and (50)
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specifying the number of representatives and the distribution of representative
seats among the governorates and sects, in preparation for the parliamentary
elections, which sparked an Islamic protest because they considered it a
disparagement of Their rights to parliamentary representation. After the crisis
intensified, each group moved to contact international and regional powers
to gain support for its positions. The crisis ended with a sectarian settlement
sponsored by the 1943 Charter, which bore the title «Neither to the East nor
to the West».
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