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Abstract

The study reveals the effects resulting from religious education in schools
and aims to evaluate the extent to which it promotes acceptance of religious
diversity and openness among students. It also clarifies the role of teachers
in developing intellectual attitudes in learners through the methods used in
classroom guidance. Additionally, it investigates the outcomes of religious
education among students and notes the indicators of ideological and
sectarian extremism in their behavior. The research relied on a descriptive-
analytical approach and a quantitative method through the use of an electronic
questionnaire directed at students, as well as unstructured interviews. It
targeted religious education teachers and high school students in four schools
with a religious background.

The research yielded notable results regarding the religious education
books used in the four schools. Despite their sound content, which is free
from extremism, they do not guarantee that students will not be drawn
towards ideological and sectarian extremism. It is essential to combine
these materials with certain mechanisms implemented in both the school
and the family to achieve this aim. Additionally, the role of the religious
education teacher is crucial in guiding students towards values of openness,
tolerance, and the rejection of extremism through the strategies employed
during educational sessions. These strategies contribute to enhancing critical
thinking skills among students and appreciating the religious diversity around
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them. The absence of the teacher’s role and the use of extremist expressions
towards other religions and sects contribute to reinforcing tendencies towards
ideological and sectarian extremism among students.

Keywords: Religious education, religion, extremism, openness, school.
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