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Abstract

The topic of good and evil represents one of the key philosophical and
metaphysical issues that has occupied human thought since ancient times.
Early religions focused significantly on explaining the eternal struggle
between these two opposing forces. This research aims to explore the dialectic
of good and evil as addressed by ancient religions, including Buddhism,
Zoroastrianism, Hinduism, Mazdakism, Confucianism, and the Abrahamic
faiths such as Judaism and Christianity.

The study examines how religions differ in their interpretations of the
origin of evil. Some religions, such as Buddhism, attribute it to ignorance
and inner human desires, while others, like Zoroastrianism, link it to external
opposing forces vying for control over the universe. Furthermore, the research
discusses the interplay between religious and philosophical perspectives,
such as the influence of Zoroastrian dualism on human ethical thought and
the interpretation of evil as a part of free will and human responsibility, as
seen in Christianity.

The study concludes that ancient religions did not merely address good and
evil from a metaphysical perspective but also extended their understanding
to formulate ethical principles aimed at improving human behavior and
organizing social relationships. It also highlights how this dualistic struggle
significantly shaped intellectual and philosophical systems, which, in turn,
influenced contemporary ethical theories.

Keywords: good, evil, ancient religions, Zoroastrianism, Buddhism.
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