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Abstract

The text attempts to construct a coherent narrative regarding the population
density in Jabal Amel following the Islamic conquest of the Levant. This is
achieved through a limited set of brief texts and scattered references that
appeared on the margins of major events which shaped the near and distant
future of the region after the conquest.

The passage of the traveler Muhammad ibn Ab1 Bakr al-Maqdist through
Jabal Amel in the 4th century AH (10th century CE) provides scientifically
grounded documentation that the mountain was largely uninhabited at the
time, serving merely as a backyard to the town of Qadas in Upper Galilee.
Roughly two centuries later, the traveler Ibn Jubayr described significant
demographic developments among the inhabitants of the mountain under
Crusader occupation. What had changed in the interim?

The text explores the immediate causes that led portions of the population
from various regions of Palestine and Jordan to migrate to Jabal Amel,
highlighting the Crusader invasion as the direct catalyst for the settlement and
population growth in the area. It then examines how these new inhabitants
lived under the subsequent occupation that pursued them into the mountain,
and how they organized themselves to form the first socio-political entity
in Jabal Amel—complete with citizens, leadership, and an armed force. The
role played by these new settlers in shaping the region’s trajectory during the
Islamic-Crusader conflict is analyzed, along with the eventual outcomes of
their actions.
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