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Abstract

This research departs from a central problematic question: How are the
mechanisms of acculturation and the reproduction of social identity manifested
among rural groups migrating to the Raml Al-Aali neighborhood on the
outskirts of Beirut? The study aims to analyze the dynamics of coexistence
and tension between rural and urban life in the context of displacement,
through the lens of social anthropology and symbolic interactionism theory.

The study demonstrates how migrants were able to reproduce their
social and cultural patterns within a new environment, establishing a hybrid
community that blends village characteristics with urban dimensions. The
chapters of the research explore the neighborhood’s development stages—
from its spontaneous establishment to a phase of institutional and social
stabilization, culminating in deep cultural exchange between the newcomers
and the urban setting.

The study analyzes the evolution of social and economic relations,
including the construction of religious and social institutions, the emergence
of local solidarity networks, transformations in family structures, clothing
styles, cuisine, dialects, and the generational impact on identity and belonging.

The study concludes that Raml Al-Aali serves as a living laboratory for
understanding the processes of acculturation and partial integration in the
Lebanese context. Despite continued developmental marginalization, the
neighborhood presents a unique model of coexistence between rural and
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urban spheres, wherein residents managed to preserve their original identity
while simultaneously embracing aspects of urban life

Keywords: Al-Raml Al-Aali, rural migration, acculturation, social identity,
urbanization.
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