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Abstract

Immanuel Wallerstein’s world-systems theory provides a framework for
understanding shifts in global power. The decline of American hegemony
aligns with Wallerstein’s model, as semi-peripheral powers like China and
Russia rise, promoting alternative development models and alliances (Belt
and Road Initiative, BRICS, Shanghai Cooperation Organization). This
indicates a gradual shift of the global center of gravity from the West to Asia.
The 2025 NATO and BRICS Summits reflect this transformation: the former
underscores attempts by the United States and its allies to maintain traditional
influence, while the latter demonstrates the emerging powers’ capacity to
shape a multipolar global order. U.S. responses—including sanctions, trade
wars, strengthening NATO, and alliances like QUAD and AUKUS—are
increasingly insufficient to sustain the post-Cold War liberal order amid
growing legitimacy crises. These transformations point to the possibility
of a multipolar world, with emerging powers sharing control and multiple
scenarios shaping the future global system.

Keywords: International system transformations, unipolarity, multipolarity,
NATO Summit 2025, BRICS Summit 2025, international
capitalist system, geopolitical competition.
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