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Abstract

This study seeks to explore the key forms of political intervention
undertaken by the religious authority Ayatollah Sayyid Ali al-Sistani. It
adopts a theoretical and applied approach that considers how these forms and
patterns of intervention are linked to al-Sistani’s jurisprudential perspective
on the authority granted to the jurist in political public affairs. Given the
differing Shi’i scholarly views on the jurist’s authority and powers in public
matters—and the way these doctrinal differences are reflected in the political
practices of jurists—it is essential to examine the theoretical basis that guides
the jurist’s political role and involvement, and to assess how this conceptual
framework aligns with its practical implementation.

The study seeks to examine the principal sources of political intervention
exercised by the religious authority Ayatollah Sayyid Ali al-Sistani. It adopts
a theoretical-applied analytical approach that explores the extent to which the
forms and patterns of such intervention are linked to al-Sistani’s jurisprudential
conception of the authority and competencies of the jurist in public political
affairs. In light of the divergence among Shiite religious authorities regarding
the scope of the jurist’s power and prerogatives in public matters, and the
manner in which this jurisprudential diversity and disagreement is reflected in
the political intervention strategies of jurists, it becomes imperative to return
to the underlying theoretical foundations that govern the jurist’s political role
and intervention, and to compare this intellectual framework with its practical
implementation.

Keywords: Sayyid Al-Sistani, political intervention, jurisprudential
vision, political authority, Iraq.
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