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Abstract

This study analyzes the epistemological and political structures of the
Mirrors for Princes tradition through an anthropological-textual comparison
between Babylonian wisdom literature—such as the Instructions of Shuruppak
and priestly texts—and the Abbasid adab al-sultani works, including Ibn al-
Mugaffa“’s Adab al-Kabir and al-Turtushi’s Siraj al-Muluk. The paper argues
that power in both civilizations was exercised not only through coercion
but also through discourse, and that wisdom or ethical instruction texts
functioned as instruments of intellectual legitimation for political authority.
By analyzing the linguistic and symbolic patterns of these texts, the research
shows that Babylonian priests used wisdom discourse to sacralize hierarchy,
while Abbasid scholars used ethical and juridical discourse to constrain it.
In both cases, knowledge operated as a form of power, and the Mirror for
Princes served as the mediator between the throne and the temple, the ruler
and the learned.

Keywords: Mirrors for Princes, Babylon, Priests, Political Literature,
Instructions of Shuruppak.
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