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Abstract

This study demonstrates that Palestinian currency has transcended its
traditional economic function to become one of the most significant material
symbols preserving national consciousness and reproducing collective identity
across generations. Since the issuance of the Palestinian pound in 1927 under
the British Mandate, coins and banknotes carrying the name «Palestine» in
three languages have served as sovereign documents affirming the existence
of a politically recognized entity. After the Nakba, these currencies turned
into «memory objects» kept by refugees as tangible links to their homeland,
homes, and identity—embodying narratives of loss, displacement, and
historical rights. As Palestinians became dispersed and reliant on foreign
currencies, the old coins and notes gained heightened symbolic value as
material proof that Palestine once possessed its own monetary system.

Currencies and stamps further evolved into tools of cultural resistance,
used in political discourse, visual arts, and national posters to reinforce
identity and counter erasure. Palestinian numismatists have played a crucial
role in safeguarding this heritage by documenting original pieces, exposing
forgeries, and treating their collections as acts of national preservation. This
historical journey of Palestinian money reveals that currency is not merely
a medium of exchange, but a symbolic bridge between past and present—
affirming the continuity of Palestinian identity and its legitimate historical
claim to the land. Thus, studying Palestinian currency offers an important
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lens for understanding the cultural and political dimensions of the Palestinian
cause.

Keywords: Palestinian Currency, Palestine Pound, Collective Memory,
National Symbols, Material Documentation.
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