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Abstract

In recent years, the COVID-19 pandemic has posed the greatest challenge
to many vital sectors around the world. Among the most important sectors
has been the media and its role in addressing this issue. This scholarly study
has examined the media)s framing and handling of the COVID-19 pandemic,
seeking to arrive at clear and accurate conclusions that demonstrate the
importance of the media>s role in general crises, as well as its role in this
crisis in particular. The study examined the types, trends, and nature of
frames used in opinion articles, as well as the functions achieved by their
content, dimensions, objectives, methods, and forms of journalistic treatment,
in addition to the sources, reference frameworks, and official and unofficial
internal and external actors in the articles published about the pandemic. The
political dimension dominated the treatment of opinion articles, and political
frameworks also dominated the other reference frameworks used in the two
newspapers studied.

Keywords: Journalistic treatment, Gulf press, opinion articles, coronavirus
(COVID-19), Al-Ayam newspaper (Bahrain), Al-Jarida newspaper (Kuwait).
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