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Abstract

This research paper examines the growing relationship between sport and
economics, and how sport has evolved from a purely recreational activity into
a global industry valued at hundreds of billions of dollars annually. The study
aims to analyze the mechanisms underlying this transformation by examining
the roles of sports marketing, sponsorship, advertising, and sports celebrities
as promotional tools, in addition to analyzing the economic impact of
hosting major tournaments and tracing the transformation of sports clubs into
transnational economic institutions. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology, drawing on data and reports issued by specialized international
institutions (such as FIFA, KPMG, and Deloitte), alongside Arabic and
international academic studies, and employs theoretical approaches from
political economy, service economics, and economic development theory in
its analysis.

The study finds a close, integrative relationship between the sporting
and economic systems, whereby marketing and sponsorship have become
the primary pillars financing the modern sports ecosystem, while athletes
themselves have been transformed into advertising instruments and standalone
brands—a phenomenon the study describes as the «commodification of
the athletic body». The study further demonstrates that hosting major

e S sustl 20
J—n——t 26

17



pglell &~

tournaments, such as the 2022 Qatar World Cup and the 2026 World Cup,
generates substantial economic gains in tourism, employment, and GDP;
however, it also reveals a gap between officially announced figures and the
actual economic impact, underscoring the need for a balanced critical reading
that moves beyond an uncritical fascination with impressive statistics toward
a more realistic assessment of the returns on sports investment.

Keywords: Sports Economics, Sports Investment, Sports Marketing,
Sports Industry, Mega-Event Hosting
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(1) Hervé Collignon and Nikhil Sultan: Winning in the Business of Sports, at A.T. Kearney web,
published in 2014, p 2, 5. retrieved on 3/3/2026, from:
https://www.kearney.com/industry/communications/article/-/insights/winning-in-the-business-of-
sports
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(1) Edward Burgo and Fred J. Cromartie: The Benefits of Bidding and Hosting the Olympic Games
Are Difficult to Justify Due to the Overall Costs, at The Sport Journal web, published on
February 8, 2018, retrieved on 12/ 10/ 2025, from:
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web, published on February 21, 2024, retrieved on 18/ 11/ 2025, from:
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pdf.
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