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Abstract

This research paper examines the growing relationship between sport and
economics, and how sport has evolved from a purely recreational activity into
a global industry valued at hundreds of billions of dollars annually. The study
aims to analyze the mechanisms underlying this transformation by examining
the roles of sports marketing, sponsorship, advertising, and sports celebrities
as promotional tools, in addition to analyzing the economic impact of
hosting major tournaments and tracing the transformation of sports clubs into
transnational economic institutions. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology, drawing on data and reports issued by specialized international
institutions (such as FIFA, KPMG, and Deloitte), alongside Arabic and
international academic studies, and employs theoretical approaches from
political economy, service economics, and economic development theory in
its analysis.

The study finds a close, integrative relationship between the sporting
and economic systems, whereby marketing and sponsorship have become
the primary pillars financing the modern sports ecosystem, while athletes
themselves have been transformed into advertising instruments and standalone
brands—a phenomenon the study describes as the «commodification of
the athletic body». The study further demonstrates that hosting major
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tournaments, such as the 2022 Qatar World Cup and the 2026 World Cup,
generates substantial economic gains in tourism, employment, and GDP;
however, it also reveals a gap between officially announced figures and the
actual economic impact, underscoring the need for a balanced critical reading
that moves beyond an uncritical fascination with impressive statistics toward
a more realistic assessment of the returns on sports investment.

Keywords: Sports Economics, Sports Investment, Sports Marketing,
Sports Industry, Mega-Event Hosting
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(1) The Business Research Company: Sports Sponsorship Global Market Report 2026, at The
Business Research Company web, published in 2026, retrieved on 2/ 7/ 2026, from:
https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/report/sports-sponsorship-global-market-report;
Verified Market Research: Sports Sponsorship Market Size, Share, Growth, Trends & Forecast,
at Verified Market Research web, published in 2025, retrieved on 2/ 7/ 2026, from:
https://www.verifiedmarketresearch.com/product/sports-sponsorship-market/;

Straits Research: Sports Sponsorship Market Size, Share, Growth, Analysis, at Straits Research
web, published in 2026, retrieved on 22026/7/, from:
https://straitsresearch.com/report/sports-sponsorship-market.

(2) 360iResearch: Sports Sponsorship Market Size & Share 20262032-, at 360iResearch web,
published in 2026, retrieved on 2/ 3/ 2026, from:
https://www.360iresearch.com/library/intelligence/sports-sponsorship.

(3) Global Growth Insights: Sports Sponsorship Market Size Insights Report 20262035-, at Global
Growth Insights web, published in 2026, retrieved on 1/ 7/ 2026, from:
https://www.globalgrowthinsights.com/market-reports/sports-sponsorship-market-102746.
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(1) 30- NCS Staff: Sports Rights Growth in US Outpaces TV Market Fivefold Over Decade, at
NewscastStudio web, published on August 28, 2025, retrieved on 21/ 1/ 2026, from:
https://www.newscaststudio.com/202528/08//sports-rights-growth-in-us-outpaces-tv-market-
fivefold-over-decade/ (citing data from Ampere Analysis).

(2) In Focus: English Premier League, at SportBusiness Media web, published in August 2022,
retrieved on 22/ 6/ 2026, from:
https://media.sportbusiness.com/202208//in-focus-english-premier-league/.
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(1) USA Today: Average Cost of a 30-Second Super Bowl TV Commercial in the United States
from 2002 to 2026 [Graph], at Statista web, published on January 15, 2026, retrieved on 4/ 7/
2026, from:
https://www.statista.com/statistics/217134/total-advertisement-revenue-of-super-bowls/.
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(1) International Olympic Committee (IOC): Olympic Marketing Fact File, at Olympics web,
published in 2025, retrieved on 5/ 11/ 2025, p. 8. from:
https://stillmed.olympics.com/media/Documents/International-Olympic-Committee/IOC-
Marketing-And-Broadcasting/IOC-Marketing-Fact-File.pdf.

(2) Jay Coakley: Sport in Society: Issues and Controversies, McGraw-Hill, New York, 12th ed.,
2017, p. 241.
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(1) Edward Burgo and Fred J. Cromartie: The Benefits of Bidding and Hosting the Olympic Games
Are Difficult to Justify Due to the Overall Costs, at The Sport Journal web, published on
February 8, 2018, retrieved on 12/ 10/ 2025, from:
https://thesportjournal.org/article/the-benefits-of-bidding-and-hosting-the-olympic-games-are-
difficult-to-justify-due-to-the-overall-costs/.
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(1) Aidyn Bibolov, and al.: 2022 FIFA World Cup: Economic Impact on Qatar and Regional
Spillovers, IMF Selected Issues Paper SIP/2024011/, at International Monetary Fund (IMF)
web, published on February 21, 2024, retrieved on 18/ 11/ 2025, from:
https://www.imf.org/-/media/files/publications/selected-issues-papers/2024/english/sipea2024011.
pdf.

(2) Fueling Fortunes: The Economics of Formula One, at Etonomics web, published on February 4,
2024, retrieved on 2/ 4/ 2026, from:
https://etonomics.com/2024 /02/ 04/fueling-fortunes-the-economics-of-formula-one/.

(3) Andrew Zimbalist: World Cup Economics: Qatar’s Record Spending Is Unlikely to Pay Off,
at Sportico web, published on November 10, 2022, retrieved on 5/ 7/ 2026, from:
https://www.sportico.com/business/finance/2022/world-cup-economics-qatar-record-
spending-1234694134/.
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(1) Matt Cunningham: Will the World Cup Bring Home an Economic Win for Qatar?, at
FocusEconomics web, published on November 17, 2025, retrieved on 11/ 2/ 2026, from:
https://www.focus-economics.com/blog/will-the-world-cup-bring-home-an-economic-win-for-
qatar/.

(2) Catherina Gioino: How FIFA Restructured the World Cup into Its Biggest Payday Ever, as
Host Cities Face a Budget Shortfall, at Fortune web, published on June 19, 2026, retrieved on
22026/7/, from:
https://fortune.com/ 2026/ 06/ 19 /fifa-biggest-payday-world-cup-history-host-cities-foot-bill/.

(3) Maria Bricefio and Alex Min (PolitiFact): Fact-Checking Claims about ‘Unprecedented’
Demand for World Cup Tickets, at PBS News web, published on June 13, 2026, retrieved on 2/
7/ 2026, from:
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/fact-checking-claims-about-unprecedented-demand-for-
world-cup-tickets.
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(1) Karl Montevirgen: Economics of the World Cup: Ticket Prices, Revenue, Costs, & Social
Impact, at Britannica Money web, published on June 05, 2026, retrieved on 3/ 7/ 2026, from:
https://www.britannica.com/money/economics-of-the-FIFA-World-Cup.

(2) Catherina Gioino: How FIFA Restructured the World Cup into Its Biggest Payday Ever, as
Host Cities Face a Budget Shortfall, at Fortune web, published on June 19, 2026, retrieved on
2/7/2026, from:
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Abstract

The study addressed the socio-demographic and legal conditions of
displacement during the Israeli aggression on Lebanon in 2026. It focused on
displaced persons as vulnerable groups in need of comprehensive care, and
examined the situation of vulnerable populations in Lebanon. Furthermore,
the study highlighted the impact of wars on population mobility and social
conditions, alongside the legal status of the displaced.

It also presented a model illustrating the socio-demographic impacts of
the displaced persons) conditions in shelters across southern Lebanon. The
study further explored the research gap concerning the intersection of war
repercussions with socio-demographic and legal frameworks.

Keywords: Forced displacement, vulnerable groups, shelters, international
humanitarian law, socio-demographic changes.
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Abstract

In recent years, the COVID-19 pandemic has posed the greatest challenge
to many vital sectors around the world. Among the most important sectors
has been the media and its role in addressing this issue. This scholarly study
has examined the media)s framing and handling of the COVID-19 pandemic,
seeking to arrive at clear and accurate conclusions that demonstrate the
importance of the media>s role in general crises, as well as its role in this
crisis in particular. The study examined the types, trends, and nature of
frames used in opinion articles, as well as the functions achieved by their
content, dimensions, objectives, methods, and forms of journalistic treatment,
in addition to the sources, reference frameworks, and official and unofficial
internal and external actors in the articles published about the pandemic. The
political dimension dominated the treatment of opinion articles, and political
frameworks also dominated the other reference frameworks used in the two
newspapers studied.

Keywords: Journalistic treatment, Gulf press, opinion articles, coronavirus
(COVID-19), Al-Ayam newspaper (Bahrain), Al-Jarida newspaper (Kuwait).
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Résumé

La présente recherche, fondée sur une approche méthodologique mixte
combinant les méthodes quantitative et qualitative, analyse le discours
numérique diffusé sur la plateforme X (anciennement Twitter) concernant la
guerre israélienne contre le Liban durant la période comprise entre le ler
octobre 2023 et le ler décembre 2024. Le corpus de 1’¢étude est constitué d’un
¢chantillon de 100 publications rédigées en arabe et en anglais, sélectionnées
selon des critéres méthodologiques rigoureux reposant sur la pertinence
thématique, le niveau ¢levé d’interaction et la représentativité des comptes
médiatiques, politiques et militants bénéficiant d’une forte visibilité sur la
plateforme.

L’analyse a permis d’identifier six catégories discursives principales : le
discours favorable a la résistance (30%), le discours favorable aux négociations
directes (22%), le discours neutre (20%), le discours critique a 1’égard des
médias locaux (13%), le discours incitatif (9%) et le discours favorable a
la normalisation (6%). Les résultats révelent que le discours favorable a la
résistance a dominé la premiere phase du conflit (d’octobre a décembre 2023),
tandis que les discours privilégiant les négociations directes et les solutions
diplomatiques ont connu une progression significative durant la période du
cessez-le-feu (de novembre a décembre 2024).

Les résultats montrent également que I’espace numérique libanais demeure
caractérisé¢ par un pluralisme discursif limité, la répartition des discours
reflétant largement les clivages politiques et confessionnels qui structurent la
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société libanaise. En outre, I’étude met en évidence que plusieurs événements
majeurs, notamment les assassinats de Saleh Al-Arouri, Fouad Chokr et
Hassan Nasrallah, les explosions des appareils de type pager ainsi que le
déclenchement de 1’offensive terrestre israélienne, ont constitué des points de
rupture ayant profondément influencé 1’évolution de la couverture médiatique
et la configuration des discours dominants sur la plateforme.

Mots-clés: discours numérique; plateforme X; guerre israélienne contre
le Liban; analyse du cadrage (framing analysis); médias rémunérés; réseaux
sociaux.
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