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Abstract

The city of Baalbek is characterized by a number of Arabic inscriptions,
from which we have selected two: the inscription of the Ayyubid minaret in
the Abu al-Fida Mosque, and the inscription of the Mamluk citadel tower
adjacent to the Qalawun Mosque. This study is based on reading and analyzing
these two inscriptions in detail, especially since it addresses local inscriptions
that have not been covered by previous studies. The analytical study of both
inscriptions highlights the political and logistical importance of Baalbek
during the Islamic eras, particularly the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods, thereby
reducing the social, cultural, artistic, and religious dimensions of the people
of Baalbek during that era.

Keywords: Baalbek, Arabic texts, Islamic calligraphy, Mosque,

Foundational inscriptions.
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