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Abstract

This study examines the variation in pronoun ordering in Qur’anic discourse
through a comparison between Qur’an 6:151, “We provide for you and
them,” and Qur’an 17:31, “We provide for them and you.” The study argues
that the difference is not merely formal, but is connected to the contextual
contrast between “from poverty” and “for fear of poverty.” It investigates
the phenomenon through an integrated linguistic, rhetorical, and pragmatic
approach, focusing on context, addressee, discourse focus, reference, and
communicative relevance. The central question is whether the ordering of
the pronouns directs the addressee’s attention toward the participant most
salient in the relevant communicative situation. The study also reviews
classical exegetical and rhetorical observations that relate the endings of the
two verses to their respective openings, and proposes a pragmatic formulation
in which pronoun ordering contributes to the management of the addressee’s
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concern about livelihood. It concludes that the two constructions form a
context-sensitive pair: when poverty is presented as an existing condition,
the addressee is foregrounded in the statement of provision; when poverty is
presented as a feared future consequence of having children, the children are
foregrounded. Thus, the variation participates in a broader discourse strategy
linking syntax, context, addressee orientation, and communicative purpose.
Keywords: pronoun ordering, Qur’anic discourse, pragmatics, context,

poverty, provision, reference, discourse focus, syntax, rhetoric.
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